Determination of urokinase in the urine of healthy volunteers and patients with renal diseases.
A sensitive enzyme immunoassay was developed for the determination of urokinase in the plasma and urine. Normal human urine contained 2.68 +/- 0.36 u/ml of UK. Gel filtration of the mixture of normal urine resulted in 2 peaks in the profile, one with molecular weight of 32,000 and the other with molecular weight of 22,000. Patients with glomerulonephritis had higher UK levels. Kidneys with minimal changes and mild type or with the inactive phase of systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) secreted relatively high levels of UK in the urine.